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ter to another, he ſeems to me 
to have a right, on the principles of eſta- 
bliſhed courteſy, to expect an anſwer; 


was 


and if he is neither too proud, nor too 
iraſcible, will not take it much amiſs, if 


it be conceived, ſomething, in his own 


a. truth, he ought to expedt it, as 


** 


Bin 1 | it 


414 — F Dre 
. 


HEN a r writes * 5 


1 


C2 


it eannot well be otherwiſe. For man is 


endued with ſo many ſympathies, that it 
is hardly poſſible for him to avoid ſharing, 
in ſome meaſure, the ſpirit of his com- 
pany; hence he finds no difficulty to 
Laugh with thoſe that lau gh, and weep 


with thoſe that weep, and in ſome caſes, 


where religion allows of it, to be angry 
with thoſe that are angry. My obſerva- 


tions on this ſubje& have been pretty nu- 


merous, from the great ſpeakers in the 
ſenate, down to the noiſy empreſs of a 


village hearth.— Through all the various 


gradations, I have found the combatants 
nearly alike, —There is a climax, that, 


without deſign, is :religiouſly attended to 


on all theſe 6cc#fions.—They begin, por- 
haps, in the natural #:ano; but they ad- 
vance rapidly up the ſcale till they arrive 
at the con fur:a; from this ſublimity, 


| you might hear them pour forth ſuch a 
multitude of hard names as no: chriftian 


and 


© OF 20 
and poſt way, as you wrote your general 
ehiſtle. 


But, for my part, I like not this mode 
of evacuation; it is ſo much like being in 
a paſſion, which I never allow myſelf to 
be, whenever I can help it. 


As a member, therefore, of that body 
which you have generally addreſſed, I 
purpoſe to anſwer you in the meekneſs of 
my ſoul—But if you ſhould find me now 
and then thrown off my bias; ruffled a 
little into anger; or elevated to the vul- 
garity of a laugh; you will bear with my 
weakneſs, and aſcribe it to an imbecyfity 
which I have inherited from my fathers 
it is not for little folks to pretend to the 
apathy of the * ſtoic fur, nor the courtly 
ſmile of a princely Cheſterfield! Alas, Sir! 
we are the plain children of nature—we 
eat, we drink; are married and given in 
e laugh and weep in perfect con- 
| du. -*; _ 


. 


formity to her commands; and think our- 
ſelves all the while 1n the right! 


Our neighbours of the eſtabliſhment 
obſerve the ſame rule; and hence it is, 
we never plague each other with general 


epiſiles; but live in perfect harmony, form- 


ing little ſocieties ſor the cultivation of 
the graces—not the Stanhopean graces ; 
but the ſimple ones of truth, juſtice, and 
kindneſs. I hope you have begun to do 


the ſame, and have, e're this, owned with 


Captain: Bobadil, -that you muſt have 
been planet- ſtruck to write ſuch a book, 
at leaſt in ſuch a manner; I am therefore 
willing to ſuppoſe, that by this time, your 
nerves .are attuned to nen a more 
e and en ſwell. | 


Who you are, or win name is upon 


you,” are yet among the myſteries; andas 
you ſeem to be no great friend to revela- 


vun. tinue 


tionf, I would: adviſe you to let them con- 


* 


(9 I 


tinue ſo, and never ſhow your head among 
chriſtians, as the author of general ebiſtles. 


Some people, however, think they have 
found you out, and that you are no other 
than the Doctor of Dobb-lane—but I am 
of a different opinion ; your language 1s 
not ſo ſnivelling as his; your poliddes are 
different, and you aſſume much more im- 
portance than he does; yet, here and 
there, you ſeem to forget yourſelf, as if 
you were as much in the dumps as his re- 
verence. 


The regium donum appears 
to be your, as well as his diſorder.— What 
a peſtilent doctor that ſame Walpole muſt 
have been; to inoculate ſo many unhap- 
py ſubje&s with che auri /acra ſames, and 
at the ſame time not to allow a ſufficient 
pill to expel the morbid matter! 


But then, moderate folks might argue, 
upon the principles of Sancho, that half 
a loaf is better than no bread; and a ſoli- 


tary 


and murder while — mile. 


( 40 } 


tary cruſt better than an empty wallet. 
his method of reaſoning however 


would not go down ; you were determined 
to make a book, and, contrary to all the 
rules of ſober philoſophy, you made that 
book in a paſſion. The conſequence is 
very evident, 1t affords no variety of mat- 
ter; no regular ſeries of atteſted facts; 
only a fearleſſneſs of aflertion'; a vigour 
of reproach, and a {ew fair ſpeeches, em- 
bittered at laſt with a ſneer; ſo that, like 
a fine epigram, you look good humour in 
a man's face, while you are twiſting your 
dragon tail to dart your ſting into his vitals. 
—And thus, with Richard, you can ſmile 
What mon- 

ſtrous hypocriſy in an intellefual hbertine! 


* . fe og S, e, & 


In the ſecond page of your general epi of 
tle, you would obſerve (though with 


much regret and reluctance) who can be 


out of temper with ſo fair and well ſpoken 
3 gentleman! — With much regret and 


reluc- 


\ 


( 88 ) 

reluQance, you obſerve, that the public 
conduct of the diſſenters has hardly, in 
any ſingle inſtance, been actuated by truly 
patriotic principles ; that their oppoſition 
to arbitrary power; tho fleady, firm, and 
attended with beneficial conſequences to 
the public, has hardly been ever upheld 

by ta ſingle motive which extended be- 
yond the incloſures of their own conven- 
ticles.'—Mercy on us, miſerable ſinners! 

Why, man, you h have out Shibbeared Shib- 
| beare! What, inthe revolution of more 
than two centuries, for a community of 
chriſtians to have exhibited hardly one 
ſingle inſtance of general and difintereſted 
benevolence ! "Tis, I believe, one of the 
moſt- extraordinary- circumſtances in the 
ney of the human heart. 


The Ys of Mexico and Peru had 
erected innumerable monuments of diſin- 
| tereſted patriotiſm and public virtue in 


half „ perhaps, youll ſay, 
16 | they 


(99) 


_ they were undepraved by a zeal for reli- 


gion; quite the reverſe ; they worſhipped 
the Sun with all the rage of fanatics, and 
were ſuch violent nonconformiſts, that 
they looked on the gods of Cortes and 
Pizarro with the moſt mortifying con- 


tempt: yet the virtues of theſe people 


were allowed, even by their Spaniſh ene- 
mies, to have had a national warmth and 
diffuſion; but the good actions of prote- 
ſtant. diſſenters, like the parallel lines of 
Dr. Sacheverell, muſt meet; but where ? 
you are kind enough to inform us, and 
fave us the trouble of inveſtigating ſo no- 
vel a doctrine; even at ſome hallowed 
point vithin the incloſures of their own 
conventicles.— There now; hat an 


expert mathematician you are; how ad- 
mirably you diſplay your knowledge 
in moral perſpective! aſſuredly, Sir, you 


are no common man! That conven- 


ticle betrayed the hand of a maſter, were 


we not aware that you copied either 


from 


t 23 ) 
from Dean Parker's* Eccleſiaſtical Polity ; 
the honeſt compoſitions of your friend 
Shibbeare; or the philoſophic edicts of 
the illuſtrious houſe of Stuart. 


But you knew, perhaps, experimentally 
knew, that there was more in names than 
the world i is apt to imagine, ol was the 


* Parker, during the Protectorſhip, was conſidered at col - 
lege, as a very hopeful young man — be prayed and ſung 
pfalms in good order, and much to the edification of the 
godly: he wore the face of penance and mortification by 
day—and at night went ſorrowing along the ſtreets of Oxford 
to a repaſt of gruel with ſome holy widows, and to praiſe the 
Lord for the ſame. He was confidered as a ſtar of the firſt 
magnitude, in his time, in the conſtellation of Pietas Oxoni- 
enſis, In ſhort, he was allowed on all hands to be a ſaint. —— 
Atlength the reſtoration took place :—he began to © bluſh at 
his party he took courage and changed fides :—the ſunſhine 
of court favour altered his whole frame—what onee was a cold, 
marſhy ſoil, where only the moſt frigid hypocriſy could grow 
became now a hot bed—then the tares of pride, petulance, 
bigotry and ambition, ſhot up apace.—Bathurſt, I believe, 
made a doctor of him, and his own Zcclefiaftical Polity, with a 
ſuperabundant abuſe of the diſſenters, made him a dean. 
I like not the principles of ſuch men. 


1 philo- 


thing ofthe. weaknels, the follies; and pre- 


„. ——  ———— — 
— 
— —, + 


hal up a legion while the former was 
| muttering his ſpells. —=You wiſely took the 


( 24 ) 
philoſophy: of father Shandy, and is the 
philoſpphy of every man that knows any 


judices of- mankihd e Tbe Mo/que in 
Conſtantinople, the Church in France and 
England, and the Kir in Scotland, will 
always congregate the multitude, were it 
for no other reaſon, than that they are 
the reſort of the great and the gay, put- 
ting every view, of intereſt out of the 
queſtion; whulſt the very name of meeting 
will ſtrike them wich diſguſt, and the idea 
of a | conventicle 1 is too milerable t to be aſſo- 


ciated even with that of a bam. 1a 1 b 


I 


Qn 4 5 fer, ory n 46 1 (3 
It was Aweaknetvf in Caffe to Wit the 
name Brutus would conjure up A ghoſt 


1 8 2-8 HON x) 


as, ſoon as Cæſar s—the, latter. ol mar- 


Las Ci 34%; < 


hint, and ſo, to ſtrengthen the argument, 
and to, fill up your page, out pops 
N in all the Primdeſs of a thorn 


Ol! Q Puritan; 


\F 
FA 


( 15 ) 
puritan; the modeſt term meeting was: 
not ſufficiently humiliating—you muſt ex- 
preſs yourſelf, like a man of letters, by a 
word of a Roman extraction, to which 
you thought proper to tack a RN 
ble b 0 91 8. 


pe 


| After 3 it was well done, it t carried off 
a conſiderable portion of ſpleen ; you 
found yourlelt much relieved ; you looked 
down with complacency on the work of 


your hand, and, with the ſmile of exulting 


luperiority, pronounced it good. —*And 
vet you, Sir! or I am much miſtaken, 
have more than once exhibited ; in one or 
more of thoſe unhallowed places. — But, 
What make ifs aathor codclade our Letterwwrite? lo 
have been once pf his own profeſſion, are the invariable aſſur- 


ances he has ever received, that upop the public works of 
Algiers and other ſtates of Barbary, the chriſtian ſlave finds 


the laſh 'of the Renegado cut deeper, and fall much more fre- 
quently, than thoſe of the native Moors. A change of reli. 
gion, produced, not, by conviction, but by, views 'of intereſt, 
leaves ſuch a malignancy i in the human mind, as ſhuts the 


* ”  - 


door of reconciliation for'ever againſt i its former aſſociates. 


100. C 2 | perhaps, 


£1466) 
perhaps, you will ſay, that as your in- 


duſtry and wealth increaſed,” you took 


it into your head to © bluſh at your party, 


and to aſpire to better company; and now, 
by a metamorphoſis, as ftrange as that 


which happened to the cottage of Baucis 
and Philemon, your conventicle 1s turned 


either to a Church or a Chapel. What 


mighty revolutions in names and things, 


a little pride, ſoured by A PoIPSr | 


ay procure? 


I wonder how the old folks, mentioned 
above, found themſelves after their con- 
ſeeration; Whether they felt a growing 


regard for the hamble conages, of wer 
ſwallowed up with the importance of their 
priefthood—Whether they would ſacrifice 


their only gooſe to the genius of hoſpita- 
lity, or ſend the wayfaring man to their 


neighbour's barn door. —If the morality ; 
of their temper was ſo diſtorted by the 
change, as your's ſeems to have been; 


: 


E: 
| 
| 
| 


„ 
they had better have remained in their 


cottage, and you in your conventicle, till 


heaven had found out'for * _ other 
appointments. 


After cloſing your extraordinary period 
in ſo happy a manner, or, in other words, 
after having made a monſtrous good 
lounge, ——you go on, In ſuch caſes, 

it was juſt you ſhould do good, and not 

* reap the benefit ; and it will never be 
* regretted, that thoſe who could avail 
* themſelves of your enthuſiaſm, ſhould 
leave you, when they had no farther 
* occalion for you, to the ridicule, re- 

* proach and reſtraint, which your real 
© views probably deſerved.” From what 
ſyſtem of morality, or code of juriſ- 
prudence; did you collect this political 
aphoriſm not from Grotius de jure, 
no—no—Grotius, as all the world knows, 
was a kind of Preſbyterian.— Was it 
Hobbes ſupplied you with ſo notable a 


| doctrine p- the Leviathan never went ſo 
high 


618) 


high the ſtream of moral pollution. It 
Was Y ph Berti, juſt after his well 


known, experiment oni*,Morgagni's dia- 
phragm. * You are deſirous, my 


friend, to know-ſomething further with 


reſpect, to the Italian The Tuſcan dia- 


les, by all means and take Machiavel 


for your model. — — ou, turned out an apt 
Moi, 


pupil; ;—you. received the good ſeed with 
hy it Tprung up with-uncommon vigour 


1 


ou have. Face reaped a plentiful ar- 


* 4% OE ? N 


Nt, ar and lle your barns with t] ie various 
| 172 8 2 * ont 351 2 


3 nd now. you are vending y your 


| Florence com gc ties Vik as much al⸗ 


ſurancg ag if they were, Hanger turnips. 


18H! 1094 id,. , (33673121 brs £26079 


Well, ſays L—rather a Jittle too loud 
ag it happaied——1 think ſome men, have 
heitherſoul norcdhſcience 557. What is 


ihe matter N icriad arydion from behind ; 


it was the voite; of one whole: faicad: 


ſhip led himt᷑ to the Houle of affliction 
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, ( 19 ) 
What is the matter?" Tam afraid your 
ill ſtate of health has ſpoiled your temper.“ 
— Look there, and pointing out thẽ laſt 
curious paſſage. He looked at it ſup- 
poſe the writer, by troubling himſelf fo 
much about the religion of other people, 
is a Parſon. So I apprehend;—* Then 
he is the d—I of a Parſon Why ſo? 
* Becauſe he is a miniſter of ſin, and a 
preacher of unrighteouſneſs;—— He talks 
indeed like a politician, ——like- the lion 
in the fable, which, by the bye, ought to 
have been a beaſt of a baſer: ſort. —He 
ſummons the aſliſtance of his neighbours; 


 —fecures his prey, and, contrary to a- 


greement, ſends his allies to dine with 
*. 2 pee | 

07 all the beaſts i in the ark; the un- 
grateful beaſt is that which I have the 
worſt opinion of. The Roman ſlave? 
when he: turned ſurgeon to the liom in 
the Ge we may reaſonably ſuppoſe 
1 had 


(20) * 
had no other concern than for his own 
welfare The noble creature, however, 
never inquired into his motives, but regu- 
larly guarded his benefactor from danger 
and in a dry and barren land, where 
no water is, provided him the neceſſa- 
ries of life; and, in the event, rendered 
him a freeman of Rome. | 


How confined the dominion of ingra- 

„  titude ! that it is hardly found any where 
out of the circle of human exiſtence, ſave 
in the haunts of the wily fox, or between 
the deadly jaws of the viper !—But not- 
withſtanding theſe unworthy returns, ſuch 
is the real ſpirit of the Diſſenters; that 
whatever portion of civil or religious li- 
berty they at any time obtain; they are 
ever ready to let, even their enemies, 
come in for a ſhare, and to paftake of the 
ſcanty bleſſing :;——God forbid they 


ſhould ever do otherwiſe. That pro- 
felled Difſenters ſhould ever procure an 
_ act 


* 


2, I 1 
act to encloſe the great common of intel- 
lectual freedom. If they did, I ſhould 
be one of the firſt to execrate ſuch thrifty 
principles: but obſerve me—not in the 
language, nor in the bitter ſpirit of the 
general chill. 5 


In page the fifth, you aſk, * how comes 
it to pals, that you, a numerous, wealthy 
and i important people, ſhould have been 
the means of procuring ſo much benefit, 
and yet not ſhare in the honour ?—You 
are anſwered already : we, it ſeems, were 
connected with knaves, who. wore the 
| ſemblance of honour, but were deſlitute 
of the reality I have frequently ſeen, 
in private life, ſuch advantages taken of 
unſuſpeRing, honeſty.— The truth of 
the matter is, they were tricked, juſt in 
the ſame manner as Jonas would trick a 
country fellow; and ſo, Sir, you muſt 


pull up your noſe, and laugh at the-unfor- 


tunate man!] God preſerve us; what will 


art D 8 this 


( 22 ) 


\his world come to—when a vice, the 
N meaneſt and moſt. ſqualid of the whole ca- 


talogue, receives the 1 ſanction of a 
. divine. Je 


111 


Purtber on you inform us s that, * even 
the hiſtorians of 'our own country ſeem 
deſ:rous to conſign us to oblivion.” A 

reat misfortune, indeed, to a proud and 
in ſpirit; but none at all t to a people, 


who are ſatisfied, for every exertion in 


favour of civil and religious liberty, with 
the "reward of conſcious integrity, and a 


r ermiſſion t to carry their appeal from the 


| unjuſt deciſions of men, to the judgment 


ſeat of the, Mol High. | 


C3 7s * 


** TEAM * 
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But pray, Sit; who are theſe with ht 
torians, who * a acres] anxious to 


111 
” 4}: 17 1 441 
114 1 


21 am certain — lenar writer is e Parſons, like 
Fre Maſons, have a particular knack -at finding out a 
te 12 


her,” even amidſt the hurry of a eroud. The doctrine 


of the 8 thuralte,is bot bal? S's chimerical as fore 
; people will have it, elan H ; +545 
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melt down the good actions of a veople: 
that never did them any hurt? they are 
certainly not men of truth.—An honeſt 
and unbiaſſed writer would blazon the 
virtues of an enemy, with as much ſatis- 
faction of heart, as if they were the attri- 
butes of his own father. He would re- 
joice to obſerve the human ſoul, in every 
circumſtance of life, look up to its* native 
quarry, and, amidſt the diverſity of opini- 
en, and the violence of party zeal, exhibit 
ſome traces of its high deſcent and Game 
original. 


| once more, I would aſk, who are theſe 
black trumpeters of the hiſtorie muſe ? 
Hume and Smollett, I ſuppoſe. The firſt 
an enemy to every one he thought fincere 
in he profeſſion of the goſpel According 
to him, the firſt reformers were a ſet of 
the moſt untoward fanatics that ever diſe 
graced a country. — And had he lived in 
8 their days, with 3 power to effect 
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the buſineſs; I have not the leaſt doubt, 


but he would have ſent them on the ſame 


unbleſſed errand, on which the Roman 


ſenate ſent the primitive chriſtians; and 


if they periſhed, no matter, the ſtate; 
was well rid of them“ . But the modern 
Diſſenters had ſome right to expect better 
treatment from a ſon of the Kirk. No 
ſuch thing; he was a righteous man, had 
no reſpect of perſons; and as he not 
fend them abroad, he took care to plague 
them as much as he could, by giving them 
a bad name at ADM. 


Such i great Hume. — The other 
was a ſordid and illiberal jacobite—whoſe 
veracity was ſcarcely to be depended 
upon in any one inſtance; Icould exem- 
plify; but it is not worth while. Tlieſe 
are the reſpectable characters Who have 
beter ere with amn 
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trait. Think you, Sir, that they are 
| originals? I bear you teſtimony, you are 
a man of better taſte. They are copies 
of archetypes that never exiſted. —Such, 
however, are your moral painters, who, 
while: they record benefits of the utmoſt 
national importance, will afford no credit 
or praiſe to the agents more ſhame for 
them. But it is juſt what I expected; 
truth will out; and you have effectually 
ſtamped upon them the character of diſ- 
honeſty.— But they are gone, and their 


works will follow. Party and faſhion 
may keep them up for a time. Like the 
Leonidas of Glover, they may run the 
gauntlet of new editions for a few years; 
but where the epic is deſtitute of poetry, 
or the hiſtory of truth; in. ſpite of the' 
the. bloody battles of the one, and the 
rounded periods and flippant philoſophy 
of the other; they muſt, in the end, un- 


avoidably ſink into perdition. A good 
journey to them. The general chiſlle, if 
191 | it 
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it tives ſo long, will bear them com- 


pany, or, to fave appearanees, will fall, 
1 or their ATI <4 
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But 10 us ien As an bifloricat 
letter-writer—you inform the Diſſenters, 
that they have oppoſed arbitrary princes, 
to introduce a worſe kind of tyranny undet 
the name of a republic ;* and again, that 


they loſtall ſhare in the beheading of King 
Charles, and in the new fangled govern- 
ment under Oliver. What a very know- 


ing gentleman you are! If the views of the 
Preſbyterians had been, to have erected 


a republic on the ruins of monarchy ; how 


is it poſfible for you to determine, whe- 
ther their fyſtem of policy would have 
been more or leſs ' favourable to public 
freedom, than that, whoſe violence gave: 
immortality to Hampden, and planted 
the tree of liberty. in the center of Britain? 
The fact is entirely againſt you. They 
wanted Evnly to ſtipulate wich their Sove- 
reign, 


N 
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reign, ſor, ſome, certain, fixt and deter. 
mined, conceſſions, and to lay a founda- 
tion on which the ſubject might build a 
manſion; wherein he might enjoy the 
fruit of his induſtry, and the privilege of 
thanking God for ſeed time, and harveſt 
time; the early and the latter rain, free 
from the terrors of royal depredation, 
or the more ruinous effects of nen dra · 
ee e B Cn 


The Britiſh 3 had Lalready ſaſh 


vieady.plagued, them with his pedamiry- 


and pride; they were therefore willing 
to bring his ſon Charles to reaſon. But 


they had no viſh to ſhare in the honour 


of beheading him. — They thought it no 
honour they ftrained every nerve for 
his ſalvation.- But in vain !---his own du- 
plicity, and Oliver's hypocriſy, brought 
him to the block:---It was in ſome meaſure 
a happy circumſtance for his fame---the | 


church has canonized him, and the 


painters 


( 28 ) 
painders: have ſent him to heaven amidſt 


the blaze en e 
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54D by Prefbinariane had no hand in the 
formation of the future republic ; thei bu- 
ſineſs Was done, according to your own 
account, by ad ſpecies of diſſenters now 
extinct; - and yet it ſeems that Oliver 
was ſhocked at the ſpirit Which actuated 


our views and plans of government, 


as if the outlines of the future republic 


had really been the handy work of the 
Preſbyterians. Only chink of the conſiſ- 
tency of ſome writers! Oh, Sir Harry 
Vane Sir Harry Vane, the Lord deli- 
neren Sir n 79 fett 
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8 An ola and. ſevere treatment, 
e the Stewarts, obliged you to fly 


o America - in order I ſuppoſe to pro- 


cure ſome little elves from the e abuſe and 


2 
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perſecution of the family of Davy Rizzio; - 
— They were in hopes here, to ere their 
Ebenezer; far from the rapacity of the 
courtier, or the illiberal abuſe of his hire- 
ling defendants, —They were miſtaken, 
Kings have long hands, and ſome book- 
makers very dirty language - the miniſtry 
have baptized them ſaints, and you, by 
way of interpretation, call them hypo- 
crites; may they not retort upon you, 
et tu quogue.—T believe they might with a 
very ſafe conſcience for I never knew 
a man very ſevere upon the moral cha- 
racter of others, but had ſomething very 
villainous about himſelf.—he has an unge- 
nerous heart—and that 1s a foil where no 
plant of real virtue can grow---they are 
poiſoned by the deleterious influence of 
meanneſs and malice, 


* proceed to favour us with ſome 
looſe diſſertations about the funds.— - 


hope no one will miſtake you; they * 


I ; 
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not the national funds; although you ſay 


they are under the direction of miniſters. 


It is only a private fund, into which the 
opulent may caſt in their talents, and the 
poor and benevolent widow her mite, in 
behalf of thoſe who ſupport chriſtianity, 
unfavoured with the emoluments of a 
ſplendid eſtabliſhment :—--And though 


their miniſters receive an annual, and I 


am pretty certain, an honeſt diſtribution 


vet, it ſignifies nothing; this illuſtri- 
ous monument of religious integrity and 
diſintereſted zeal, becauſe built by diſſent- 
ing hands, muſt be vilified, as the Paradiſe 
Loft was for near a century, by the mi- 
ſerable retainers of the houſe of Stuart. 


And though charity, with the ſmiles of 
heaven, crowns the whole, yet due! entel- 


lectual devote attempts to fillet her amiable 
brow with the ſnakes of the furies. Can 


ſuch a gros ſpirit be really anxious for 
ö intellectual liberty, a as a means to advance 
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the virtue and beſt intereſts of humanity ? 

I trow not. - 

- Aﬀter a great deal about ſending men 
out of the world, without killing them, 
by a ſecluded people, which tranſacti- 
ons, from the privacy of the. operation, 
came not within the province of the hiſ- 
torian, you are obliged to take. upon you 
the diſagreeable taſk of recording them. 
Lou inſtance Mr. James Pierce, of Ex- 
eter, whom you compliment as a very. 
learned and truly great man. I ſubſcribe 
to the character, but much wonder how 
you came to make ſuch a conceſſion in 
favour of a diſſenting miniſter unleſs it; | 
be, to reprobate, the more effect ually, the 
condu of his opponents. What his dif: 
treſſes were, or how brought on, I am in- 
tirely ignorant, and you favour us, nat; 
with the moſt diſtant hint I can therefore 
only obſerve, that I apprehend, no in- 
dividual, at preſent in the kingdom, had 
o! 1 any 


| 

| 

11 

| ( 32 ) 

1 ? . | 
| | any hand in the ungenerous proceeding ; 
I | 

i | and yet you aſſert, it is a circumfjance 
[ | that holds us up to he horror £ deteſta- 
| | | tion.. With what juſtice I muſt] leave the 
" world to determine. : 

il 8 « The God of ena is truly a jea- 


1 ll hs God, vifiting the ſins of the fathers 


| | on the children, unto the third and fourth 
I! generations —In the year one thouſand 


it | ſeven hundred and ſeventy ſeven, repro- 
bating the politics of one thouſand, fix 
hundred and forty nine---and like a dou- 
die fronted Janus, viewing with equal ma- 
; | _ - lignaneythe Arian meeting at Exeter, and 
1 the gloomy ſcaffold at Whitehall. -I am 
1 ſorry you ſhould partake of ſo large a por- 
tion of his ſpirit Tis really a diſhoneſt 
one. For you might as well infult the 
king upon the throne, on the ſcore of his 
anceſtors Lutheraniſm; or the preſent 
members of the eftabliſhed church, be- 
ons their fathers made bonfires of bi- 
ſmops, 


(33) 
ſhops, as the modern diſſenters for any 
impropriety in the conduct of their name- 
ſakes—either in the paltry affair of Mr. 
Pterce, or the national one under Charles 
or Oliver. Revolutions are by no means 
the ſeaſon, when the virtues of moderation 
and meckneſs are moſt cultivated.---The 
minds of mankind are then in a ferment; 
and are only cooled by the gentle breath 
of peace, and the deliberations of leiſure. 


In the affair of Mr. Pierce, about which 
you make ſuch a buſtle—the diſſenters, 
it ſeems, did evil that good might come; 
whereas, according to your former aſſer- 
tions, their uſual mode of proceeding was 

to do good that evil might come.—Hux- 
ham, we are informed, was involved in his 
tutor's fall; and reſigning his intention of 
being a divine, enlightened and bleſſed the 
world as a phyſician. —Mudge thought 
proper to conform, and I have ſome no- 
jon that he was afterwards dignified with 

lawn 


— 


( 
tawn ſleeves.— Dr. Foſter adhered to 


his firſt defign of being a diſſenting miniſ- 


ter, but fled for ſecurity among the coal- 
pits of Aſhwick and Coleford:'—Why, 
what great misfortune was here ?—can- 
not a man be happy and uſeful, but amidſt 
the elegance and gaiety of a city; or has 


not a collier a ſoul to be ſaved as well as 


other folks? His next ſtep; as far as I un- 


derſtand, was to Trowbridge. The Exo- 


nian diſſenters threw him into a ſtate of 
geometrical progreſſion; and in a little 
time alter he found himſelf on the tõn in 
the metropolis of Britain. He deſerved 
every thing he forgave every man, even 


his perſecutors in the weſt—he was far 


above the little acts of reviling: he had 
a ſpirit that converſed with heaven, — on- 


verſed; with him, who ip oke ita * AN 


n. | 
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i. your. e page, you obſerve 
that injuries me} been done by us; 
. 
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CW 1 

that an impolitic and bigoted hierarchy 
has ſometimes ill treated us for opinions' 
— But then, it ſeems, it was our . own 
fault for you ſay government has, ge- 
nerally, found it neceſſary, under religi- 
ous hretences, to reſtrain our ambition?“ 
now, for my part, I never like theſe 
pretences, whatever you may—my rule 
is this, whenever I find a man bent upon 
doing me an injury; I ſet up my barrier 
in open day—l ſhew him my guard. —* [is 
the butineſs of a poacher to lay traps; 
and every poacher, whether his buſineſs 
is to catch men or hares, is a mean fellow, 
and oughtto beand 1s deſpiſed by every ge- 
nerous ſpirit ; and I hardly ever remember 
a man before you, who had courage to 
argue in favour of the profeſſion. 


But the ambition of the Diſſenters 
muſt, under ſome pretence or other, be 
reſtrained—where then did this ambition 
tend? Say, ye ſons of virtue; ye, who 
| | for 
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for years, have approved yourſelves the 
diſintereſted patrons of civil and religious 
liberty Where did their ambition 
tend !—not to the paths of ſophiſtry, nor 
to the ſeats of pride and power; — for ye 
ever deſpiſed the one, and had long ago 
voluntã / renounced the other. Our 
intellectual ſprite, however, who has taken 
a peep into the boſom of our forefathers 
as well as our own, will inform you, that 
* the Diſſenters never meant by liberty, 
any thing more, than the liberty of de- 
ftroyidg the church of England, and ſetting 
up preſbyterianiſm in its ſtead.” What 
a terrible charge this—ſtep a little this 
way, my dear fir, try to recolle& your- 
ſelf, did not you addreſs your general epi 
tle to the whole body of Diſſenters of all 
denominations? you certainly did, and 
thereby brought yourſelf into ſuch a di- 
| lemma, that nothing but a quibble can 
help you out. This comes of writing 
books in a paſſion. —Let us examine the 
| affair, 
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affair the Diſſenters, you ſay, never 
meant by liberty any thing more, than 
the liberty of deſtroying the Church of 
England; and ſetting up Preſbyterianiſm 
in its ſtead. Can you really ſuppoſe that 
Baptiſts, Independents, Congregationaliſts; 
Quakers, &c. put their hands to the hope- 
ful project of erecting Preſbytety on the 
ruins of Epilcopacy ?—T1s impoſſible 
they are equally removed both in opinion 
and diſcipline from either ſide the queſ- 
tion; nay; I could give you a very deci- 
five reaſon againſt ſuch a ſuppoſition ; we 
never chuſe, if poſſible; to ſet our equals | 
over our heads—tis a little pride man- 
kind are ſubjeR to; whether ſtreaming 
from the fount of original depravity, or 
from any other fount, I ſhall leave you 
to determine. —AIlI that L wiſh is, that in 
future, wheneyer you have occaſion to 
write general epiſtles, you would hevet 
call mon cotreſpondents Rogues and 

„ Fools. 


( 38 ) 


Fools. they are paw names, and by no 


- means canonical. 


But, to beſerious ;—what reſpe&t, Sir, 
do you. pay to hiſtory, to your own feel- 
ings, and paſt experience in this matter? 
As for the Diſſenters in general, while 
they maintained their own miniſters for 
conſcience fake, and ſubmitted for the 
ſupport of the national church, to pay 
tythes of all they poſſeſſed, without ever 
repining, or aſking one ſingle queſtion about 
the JUS DIVINUM; (I expected no ac- 


knowledgment: yet) as an honeſt man, 


you ſhould have done them ſome Juſtice at 


wy a 


leaſt—A whole community, however 


differing in other reſpects, have uniformly 


diſclaimed, and ſtill ſolemnly diſclaim, 
having ever had ſuch views; and yet 
you, Sir! in violation of all common de-: 
cency, a decency. to which the meaneſt of 


mankind are intitled, look them full in che 
face, and tell them in plain terms, they 


le. 
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|—e.—This is very extraordinary, indeed, 


while you pretend the higheſt reſpect, and 


ſeem marvellouſly anxious for our wel] 


being as a ſociety. 


ged to you without doubt—but whence 
this zeal for us? What are we to you? 


Whence this motley, officious intru- 
ſion upon the concerns of other people— 
a people which, in effect, you reprobate 


1 


in n page of your wayward book? * 

To me you ſeem much in the fame 
condition with his Grace of Vork; when, 
being run aground in his argument, 
threatened to give a right honourable 
Lord 155 flogging. But then his Grace 
had ſome reaſon—he could argue no 
longer; his ſyllogiſm was out, and his 
minor and major, as it happened, brought 
on ſome diſagrecable circumſtances; he 
had lately been reading the hiſtory of the 
FLAGELLANTS—he recolletted that 
| he was once more at Weſtminſter, —The 
 & = ſpirit 


We are much obli- 


(140 ) 
ſpirit of old BUSBY entered at ſome po: : 
terior crevice, and poſſeſſed him whole. 
His Lordſhip, was witneſs of the proceſs— 
as a gentleman and a chriſtian, he pitied 
him—but, being a layman, was obli ged to 
leave the ceremony of adjuration and diſ- 
poſſeſſion to the Epcot. 


Whether 1 you are fo far gone as. ; his 
Grace, I will not take upon me to ſay ; : 
but you are certainly not a great way be- 
hind —you puſh, on at a main rate, with 
| che foxhunters motto on your, whip, 
* occupet extremum ſeabies —and, ſhould 
a Diſſenter croſs your way, he has. no, 
more mercy, ſhewn him than if be was a 
ſine or a s Oneida“. e is fac- 
3 tiows 
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* 42 nation, of Indians formerly conligerable hw at 
Birmingham, in the articles of tomabawks and ſcalping 
Knives, but are now intirely ſpoilt by a New England 
© miſſionary, who has taught them that murder. is really. 3 
crime, and fort arance and N kindneſs, by no 


L 


means 


3 
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tious, ſeditious, and the Lord knows what, 
le is, in ſhort, a hypocrite ; ſo that a 
perſon might reaſonably. conclude. you 
one of the King's friends, and the Diſſen- 
ters a parcel of American rebels. See 
how a man may be miſtaken for we find; 
towards the latter end of your book, that 
Dr. Franklin is a * wiſe, determined and 
virtuous politician; that he has choſen 
and nobly acts the part of a man, and will 
ever be honoured by all the truly wiſe and 
virtuous part of the world.“ What a 
happy circumſtance for the American ple- 
nipotentiary, that he was not a Diſſenter! 
—had that been the caſe, the tables 
would have been turned upon him ; and 
fool, knave and gloomy hypocrite, would 
have finiſhed his picture at once.—But all 
meavs; diſhonourable to a brave an Thia comes of their 
praying. ſay the manufacturers of edge tools. Wby don't 
the Boſton miſſionaries learn wiſdom from our own—re- 
| ceive their ſalary, and leave the Indians to chuſe their own 
ny e Peet i K at” ; 


the 
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the world knows the Doctor goes to no 
place of public worſhip, but contents him- 
ſelf with being, what he told Dr. Smith of 
Philadelphia, long ago, a kind of houſe 
chriſtian. Ido not indeed know whether 
he keeps to his old plan at Paris, or, for 
the ſake of policy, attends high maſs, at 
che ſhrine of our lady. When a man is 
determined to gain his point, he will. not 
ſick at trifles, any more than the writers 
ol general ep! e. 7 T5" 2s 
wt 10 
18.5 it to = imagined,” you fay, that. a 2 
dutful, and harmleſs, body of people, 
ww: : if y you had diſcovered, no aims be- 
yond t thoſe of freedom of thinking, and of 
worſhipping ( God according to your own 
conſciences?” Can it be ima gined that this 
is a: queſtion put by a man that lives in 
the world and pretends to know the world? 
Upon the fame principle we might” alk 
you; is it to be ima gined that Mr. Pierce 


EE 


( 43 ) 


of Exon, and the other gentlemen, invol- 


ved in his fall, would have been uſed ſo 
unworthily, as you hint they were, if they 
had not diſcovered ſome aims, by no 
means ſuitable to their pretenſions and 
ſituations ? Either they were dealt unjuſtly 
by, or they received their reward. If the 
latter, your anecdote is a mere idle flouriſh; 
ut if they were really perſecuted for 
righteouſneſs ſake, I would anſwer, that 
what has happened at one time, may hap- 
pen at any other; and that the ſpirit of 
intolerance which has been ſeen to deſtroy 
the peace and union of a ſmall congrega- 
tion, may, and has by an alliance with 
power, become the dreadful ſcourge of a 
whole community : 


Dub TR diſturbed the order of no 
ſociety; nor-the peace and quiet of any 


of the rulers of the earth; unleſs by going 


about doing good;_and yet this great 


friend and patron of human nature was 


crucified 


OY 
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ctucified his diſciples, by no means inti⸗ 


midated, followed his heavenly example 
they alfo went about, not to ere new 


ſyſtems of policy, nor to puzzle the world 


with metaphyſical diſtinctions, but to 


inforce the great invariable doctrines of 
truth and virtue---yet theſe people, who 
certainly diſcovered no aims, but what 
in every reſpect were friendly to fociety; 


* were ſtoned, were ſawn aſunder, and 
were ſlain with the ſword; they were 
* obliged to wander about in ſheep ſkins 
and goat ſkins, being deſtitute, afflicted, 
* tormented; of whom the world was not 
* worthy---they were driven to defarts 


{are dad inſulted with mock trials; 


and mountains, into dens and caves of 


c the earth. But I ſuppoſe you will ſay, 
this was all right---'twas a pity ſuch miſe- 


table beings as chriſtians. ſhould ſojourn 


within.the ſplendor of the Roman empire 


25 —nevertheleſs, thele men have obtained a 


2 report; their, * has 
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tfranfmitted down to us, and every feature 
of their character ſtill preſerves a dignity 
ſuperior to all the paintings of adulation 
and venality for why ever 0 is 
har, of f ervch.” e's 5 


| Atitiited thist the primitive chriſtians 
were thus cruelly treated by the Cæſars, and 
the Diſſenters experienced ſomething very 
finitar under the Tudors and Stuarts; —— 
_ * How came it te paſs, you ſay, *that the 
« revolution-made fd little change in your 
affairs; and when you had given all your 

© affft#nce tothe elevation of Ws Hanover 
1 family hat are tile reaſdiis that you 
« have net only been negleicd, but that 

penal laws; 6f a ſevere and croet kind, are 
6, Ailithoughttieceſary tobe held overyou? 
The Difſenters, without doubt; were ſome 
of the prineipal agents who brought oft 
che revolution; and they received every 
mark of gratitude that a gloomy ad Av 
ricious Dutchman could afford; but they 
$242, G& were 
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were not the only people, who felt, pathe- 


tically | felt, that the virtue called gratitude, 
ſeldom irradiated the brows of royalty. 


5 Te 18 


But then the elevation of the Hanover 
family,” to effect which, they were ready to 
ſacrifice, not only 1 their property, but even 
their exiſtence—what was their reward ? 
a conſcious virtue, a dignity of ſentiment, 


that c can look down and pity the poverty; 
'of Kings!— 1- 
inſult a; people, whoſe political, and, re- 


-Who are you, Sir! that can 


üÜgious conduct has done honour to 
their country ?—who, with an endurance 
ſcarcely parallelled inthe annals of chriſti- 
| anity, have invariably done good, and 
vet, through : a ſeries of political knavery, 
hae received no other;reward than what 
the dying lion received Take ſhame 
to yourſelf, and repent in ſackeloth and 
— and, peradventure, the — diſtri- 
butor of TURE my: forgive you. 


; rear Genen 
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After ſome common place railing you 
inform us, in p. 15, That in one quarter 
* of the kingdom, where Calviniſm had 
been your eſtabliſhed religion, we ſaw a 
young imprudent teacher ſtarting out of 
© his trammels as an Arian, and all the ſons 
and daughters of godlineſs in full cry after 
* him: in another, a freak of gentility ſeiz- 
: ing a ſpark, and inducing him to wear a 
* gown,---that ſign of the whore of Baby- 

© Jon: in another, a diſpoſition to conform 
e and accommodate matters with mode- 
i rate churchmen, tempting a ſet of liberal 
men to try a liturgy ; and this exciting 
*an univerſal commotion, and holy anger 
in the breaſt of every /aint in the land. 
—Here, Sir, you greet us with three ex- 
traordinary inſtances of diſſenting intole- 
rance and perſecution. —But, perhaps, the 
proceedings againſt this triumvirate were 
not ſo very alarming as you ſeem deſirous 
the world ſhould believe them. Let us 
6 | examine 
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examine the matter. The firſt ſtarted out 
af the trammels of education, and brought 
fame ſtrange doctrines to the ears of his 
audience, which, it ſeems, had the ſame 
effect as the diſcordant notes of ſome in- 
ſtruments, upon the fine ton d organs of 
a well eard hound they howled exe- 
cration: upon ſentiments ſo very diſſimilar 
to their own!—The next was a ſpark who 
took it into his head, that nothing could 
ſo effectually give him an air of gentility 
and importance, as a gawn and caſſoe 
his congregation, who thought all this- 
unneceſſary, « adviſed him to {trip ; adding, 
that the ſimplicity of his uſual drels, was, 
in every reſpe&, reconcileable to the ſim · 
plicity of the goſpel, and had no. man- 
ner of tendency to withdraw their atten- 
tion from the important duties of religi- 
ous worſhip. * It has heen the hereditary 
fault of diſſenters, if the world x will have 
it to > be a fault wo] pay wore reſpeR t to re- 

| | ality | 
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ality than ſhew, to the intention of the 
giver, than: the brilliancy of the gift.— 
The third introduced a &turgy ; his flock 
were diſſatisfied with the innovation, * 
it was not their manner! "- 


| 1 — have hinted thus far, but left the 
ſeveral cataſtrophes to be unravelled by 
your readers, as they think fit, —If you 
give me leave, I will endeavour to fill up 
this chaſm in ſo important. a part of ec- 
clebaflial hiſtory, upon your own plan 
only the better to conform to the rules of 
Ariſtotle, I muſt conſider theſe three cha- 
raters as one, and that one as a BUCK, in 
order to purſue your idea of a chaſe; for 
you left the poor Arian running for his 
life, and all the © /ons and daughters of god- 
lineſs,' like ſo many hounds, in full cry 
after him.—But, taking a head, he out- 
ſtripped the whole pack while you could 
ſay conventicle ; all but one daughter of 
godlineſs, and a fine piece of fleſh and 
| blood 
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blood ſhe was ;—ſhe kept cloſely at his 
heels, and at length drove him to his laſt 
ſhift.—He' flood at bay,—eyed his fair 
purſuer, and grew mellow at the ſight.— 
Heaven above, who wrought the ſympa- 
thetic web of humanity, can alone ac- 
count for it But ſo it was, ſhe felt—but 
her feelings on this occaſion came not 
within the reach of definition—in plai ain 
Engliſh, however, ſhe felt a kind of languid 
tenderheſs—a' diſſolution creeping over 


her whole PIC Was: a melting: feilen. 
10 Oz” * Na. 
d re, be, tune formoſifimus annus*. © 1 {4 
| pd. 

5 . Was vx high feſtival, and kn 
ſpray was vocal with notes of ſweeteſt con- 
| cord; —ſo {ſmooth—ſo tender, they . ſtole 
away unkindneſs from the heart of her 
children, and our Arian, was once: more 
happily reconciled to the whole flock, by 
the perſuaſive N of was fair hah 
ſuer. LIES. 443 Sh wo: 5 
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At length a freak of gentility ſeized our 
damſel, and nothing would do but her 
ſpark, upon high-days, muſt wear a gown, 
and ſometime afterward ſhe added a caſ- 
ſoc if it had been the ton, a roſary 
would not have been paſſed by but 
ſne could find no precedent in the neigh- 
bourhood ;—they were obliged to ſtop at 


the gown and petticoat, without the ad- 


dittions.—It would have done your heart 
good to have ſeen our ſpark, thus capari- 
ſoned, view and review himſelf, and if 


an oppoling breeze ſaluted him by the 


way, you cannot imagine how he enjoyed 


the ſwell of his tail! And then to ſee him 
twalt up his canonical drapery—it was, 
of all the world, like the little orator of, 
the O— r bat 


1 


Some time aſier, theſe children of Nen 
lineſs went to no matter; there 
vVvere abu ndance of fine folks in the place, 
ladies with high heads, and gentlemen 


with 
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dh long tails.—It is a fufficient recom- 
mendation of any mode of religioft with 
ſome people, if its profeſſors are of the firſt 
order of politeneſs. Here they remarked, 
that the ſpeaker was encircled with a ſaſh, 
and that he read his prayers out of a 
boek. Nothing would then ſerve our 
reverend ſpark but a faſh, and a fafh' he 
had; —and in a few Sundays after, the 
good people were ſurpriſed to find prayer- 
books in their pews! They, however, con- 
formed at once; — hat elſe could they 
do? and they Lord laave u- it o 

forne Amen. | | 

Natters vent on Wgigiy Te 
whote world was a garden, and our hers 
and his fair companion, attended by the 
little loves and graces, paraded along 
its delightful walks, cill they arrived at a 
neighbouring watering place®;—here they 


in the Wet. 


Were 
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were Horſoutably: noticed by che com- 
Pany, 'for"their manners were amiable 
and enpagmg*\”'$dpphe” could write love 
ſontietl, and Phaon hid à voice that 
melted dm the ear of harmony! He led 
alon g "the may dance” with an elegance 
peculiatiy mib Oe And Md right to 
AE Qiis membfa nic vet mollicds'?* Tir 
Mort, he Was e phitoſo pher, the fits 
gentlemün, and the elegant fchälar in 
every reſpeli different from tlie æuthor of 
che general chaſtlel He das- jut an one 

dat 4 man of baſte wout wil for Hg 
ALA, 1 proyidel! be ug, oyerlook Hi his 
paſſion br OR? at NP ayer books, i 1 
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v 55 5 for which his, Lordſh ſhip { ſeems to 
have 
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But how ſhort is the date of human, 
enjoyment, interrupted. by every Fare 
finally deſtroyed on the rack of ſyſpicion! 


Whether our hero, in this ſtate of 112 
pation, paid a ſupsrior attention to ſome. 
other daughter of, godline/5 than to his fair. 
pyrſuer, cannot he ſo well determined a- | 
certain it 18, that the green-eyed monſtęx 
preyed on her *. damaſk. cheek,;” ſhe went 
 falitarily aloyg, and was obſerved abſent, 
even Within: the hallowed circle of plea- 
tars.—Hut, let, ot man xepine, after. 2, 
Poser n ſunſnine —ſhe met ange, 
ther bro We . RA »lonely walk, 
BP Ky 155 I 9 8 molt engag 
evolution. in dhe r Lal 


por oh ue of, her heart 
7 55 mb: r hat d, and gz  gaye ber a 
f = * 95G An, 
80 f conlolat tion; 1 as now mif trels 
0 4 new man „ 2 fan 4 mut 117 als 
away young 1 have their con. 
nexions, attractions, and influences —ſhe 


made uſe of her s. Our buck was rouſed 


"a . once 
* 
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onee more, and off he went at a tremen- 
dous rate, vim acquiſivit eundo. 


4 8 | it diſappears 5 
| And London opens on his eyes his ears! 


=, 4 


Here he found a fake harbour, and he 
herds now among bucks of che firſt 
horn, enjoying a goodly paſture i in peace 
and ſecurity I ſaw him ſoon after his ar- 
rival, he ſeemed frightened, but not a- 
2 courage, ſaid I, an honeſt, in- 
genidus and good man cannot fail of do- 
ing well.—In ſhort, to drop all allegory, 
chis is the whole natural hiſtory « of the 
Arian, the Jhark of gentility and com. 
mon · hrayer man / And can you. find any 
thing extraordinary i in all this p none in 
the world; —it may happen to any man 

in the ſatne circumſtances—it might have 
hoped to me; and if it had, I would 


have ſaid, * fallow makes 
no ſummer. 


ms How 
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How the conduct ol 82 Diſſenters on 


"= 


this occalion ſhauld fo J Re pared affect 


re 
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you, I cannot guels, but you ſeem to 


have contradted a.,mortab-avtipathy to 
them, and all of the name, in every part 
of the habitable earth ;—you do not like 
their” policy, heir opinions, or their 


ſchemevof* miitual. ſupport—but, - 8 


1 If 
al things” you abotninate their mode, of 


purſuit —You 1 wiſh, ; there! fore, to have the the 
nianagelticnt' of them, and like the candi- 
dates at Balli, you advertile ie for the place 
of 8 e ve ee indeed, al- 
ready made free uſe of the? Naſh, | but as 


' 8 
that w Was r atliet e extrajudjcial it was ju judged 


plopert to call) you i to order. © Your 5 


Bon 11 Os 3 15 \ INIT 2 
1 a after ittle ceremony, Th ould, 
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by | admitted, ſince 


y a means, 
O5 1 1 _ Hi D418 or 
have nothing 1 in view, ut to Ie ener Ate, 
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Thus, ; Aich, ou fay, being the ob- 
* Jet of the Diſſenters, and intolerance 
* their diſpofition, they have ever be en 
* worrying each other, and have reduced 
* their numbers, their credit, and their in- 
a fluence, almoſt to nothing. Then 
chere is an end of the buſineſs; ſit you 
down, my dear, fir, there is nl need of 
your giving yourſelf any further trouble 
about them. What an admirable genius 
you are! Why, with two or three equa- 
tions, you have reduced the poor Diſſen- 
ters to a minimum 


1 But as I am alive, tho' not well, and 
you ſeem willing to go on, I will attend 
you, were it b only to beguyle my pain. 


2 Do not imagine I hold theſe 8 
. before you out of any ill will No to be 
ſure, how, is it poſſible we ſhould, if 
we only mind what you ſay? for as a 

part of the ie which has been of- 
* ten 


244 21 
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© terrſs mich benefited by your welt timed 
© ard Brit oppolitions, T owe you reſpebt. 
There for you, my friends, pocket that 
bieffiig.— A an enthitrflaſt For liberty, 
© which, without interiding it, you habe 
l olten conitribittted to preſerve, I owe 
you a kind of gratitude and an ad- 
wirable Knack you have of Mewing your 


Rind of gHatitade! And I never (you 
proteſt, with the moſt tragic ſet of mifeles 


in the world) I never contemplate your 
* preſent inſignificant and dimonourable 

* ſituation, and conſider whit you' might 
have been, without the deepeſt and bit- 
© tereſt regret.” Poor man, how I pity 
you! what a diſtal time you muſt hive 
had, all the while you were writing your 
general epiſtle! The Lord have mercy 
on you, and relieve you, of elſe, I am 
aftaid, a broken heurt will be the en- 
ſequence Never fear, it was all a ham, 
and T have been pray img to 110 purpoſe, 
for FOE all this parade; tis 
| evident 
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evident from what follows, that you. felt 
| nog more Tegret at the ſituatjon of the Diſ- 
ſegters, than a Canadian ſavage would 
feel i in e ie ou: of a Boſtonian 


laint. 


un all my 0 dnn bee 
euer, to have met -a_ gentleman more de- 
ciſtye in his way: than you, ſir What 
ever drops from your pen is an axiom, 
and ranks with thoſe truths which Voltaire 
ſamewhete ſays ſhould be; piouſly behe ved 
and not criticiſed, Among the number I 
muſt begl leave to Placet the followin 8 obſer- 
vations: 6 When you applied for a repeal 
of the teſt laws, Sit Robert Walpole i in- 
« fulted you wich bribe! f nay bou ght your 

© Fence" 'and future obedience for fifteen 
1  hiſmdred: pothitls a year! This would 
not buy a fingle attendant in the train 
© of the miniſter; andit is given with fulf 
effect to che whole body of Diſſenters! 
Eight of Your mikiiffers arcs employedto 
gamen. | 13 


? 
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1e bute i anc they ſerve as Hier And 

don the. 5 Now; a plain, fi ſimple, harm- 
el K man, who Te no better, would tale 
all this for MON and ſtand” aſtoniſlieg; at 
the deprayity of a people, whole mini- 
ſters seen ſo far proftitute their ſacred 
charafaer; as to become the ſpies and in- 
formers the wretched tools and purvey- 
ors of every ſucceſſive mmiſtry ! Who are 
the diſttibutors, that you charge fo very 
toundly p. Let; them iſtatid up for them 
ſelves, for I do not know them. bas 
1 ogg οei dt 556g os 969! nod Num 

; But Why relpeft to, ee MS 
in generalyyyqun afſertion, is as injyripys. 
as dellitute of truthr-for yr lince the 
miniſtry, of. the, farb, of, Hüte, they, have 
taken, an tive and decifiyg, part againſt. 
the mealurgs of the equrt;-7 whether right. 
or wrong l, will not ake ppop; we h Be- 
exmingy end hig was, the. reaſon, andthe 


only reaſon, why their; laſt, bill fajlef.;of 
ſuccels.1 in the upper houſe, —Thus much 


I take 
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I rake upon me to hazard upon 1 wrrefraga- | 
ble proofs, but perhaps, not fit to publiſh, 
If kings will ſet up their idols, tis not 
always ſafe for little folks to criticiſe their 
fancies. They have their fiery furnaces, 
and their attorney generals, who are al- 
ways ready, ex officio, to make them hot 
enough for every fimple Shadrach they 
meet m their way.—John Horne, TOP 
can tell you all about it. 


We may take more ow with you, 
* we have nothing to apprehend from 
your reſentment beyond a general epiſtle. | 
Let us proceed then— Sir Robert,” you 
ſay, * * inſulted us with a bribe'---no ſuch 
thing ;--the grant, if the original de- 
ſign. had been properly attended to, was 
ſuch a ſtroke of political refinement in 
favour of the Diſſenters, as would have 
„ emancipated them long ago.---Will you 
give me leave to explain that great man's 

idea? Perhaps a will aſk, how I came 
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by:the ſecrer?; Witt juſt the ſame eaſe, 


that you would." develope + the | ſecret 


principles that: actuated the general 5210 
of Diſſenters for more 8 two yu” 
20 AU ve aH; SEG on biet 
The, n was: 5 * PE ker 
and underſt ood the perſuaſive eloquence 
ant ane as well as any: of his fuc- 
eeſſors, muſt not ſpeak out, and the di- 
ftributors, or, accordin gto you, who ſeem 


to know every thing, the hies did not 


take the hint the ſcheme was—that- this 


growing bounty ſhould ſink into a fund; 


which bearing compound intereſt at the 
fats of four per cent. per annum, would, 
long, Er re this, have accumulated a ſum 
mdre than ſufficient to buy off every 
bilfop on the bench, with every hireling 
in the train of the miniſter; and the teſi- 
due would have rendered your hotio ur, 
or teverence; or by whatever other name 
Vece *+ chuſe ·⁰ be addreſſed; in 
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every reſpect eaſy and comfortable; it 
would have ſaved you che miſery of wri- 
ting general epiſtles, and Lord North the 
trouble of. throwing the poor biſhops- 
out of the windows.“ But his Lordſhip ; 
has, off late, been dealing in projectiles, 
and (he: might have no objection to ſee 
them deſcribe parabolic curves; if by ſuch; 
an experiment he could bring the praying. 
Yankees to his ſhoe-latchet in the houſe. 

«RN 21141 ig L ob ici vat 1s AW 

As to the free gift in queſtion, the pre- 
ſent diſtributors may have taken the hint 
for I never hear of any portion of it tra- 
velling into this part of the world: ar 
yet you ſay that this paltry ſum is held: 

ut in ſuch a manner before the long- 
ing eyes of our halftarved' country? 
* miniſters,” as to keep them directed to- 
* the powers that be! Half ſtarved 
chat is bad—very bad - exceeding bad 
and yet it ĩs not; for it is not true. 


N There 
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There are many ways by whichian inge- 
. nious; induſtrious, and honeſt man, may 
keep ſoul and body together in ſome com- 
fort, beſides fahricating general epiſtles, 
or abuſing his neighbours. For my part, 
I would do any thing that was honeſt . 
firſt -I would go with Cincinnatus to the 
| plough, or turn eee. . Saint 

| _ At nüt Blood d SUSIHHTOGG SN 2 
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With al my foul 40 1 * the Re- 
veerbers. I never had any idea of the 
qrudgery of their profeſſion before I Wa 
engaged with you-«they have no chanher 
of keeping in the ſtrait road ef argtic/ 
went air humourg but muſt be turning 
and tiviſting out of their way according 
toi the fancy of their author} as if they 
were travelling wich an caſtern gardener 
along the zig; aag members: uf a Chineſe 
railing. Such, at preſent, is my fate; and 
n they andi you will ee me, if. 


4987 my 
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my thread of connexion is ſometimes 


broken by the ene of an unenpected 


an Nel h . 1 M 5 : 
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The party or the individual wppeted to 
bebribed by a miniftey, i is always e confider- 
ed as having foms influence,” 6therwiſe, 


the bribe would be an unheceſſary Walle of 
public money, which no miniſtet: i tiefe 


days of national æcohemy, would preſume 


to make. But old cuſtoms, tio produc- 
tive 'of no great good, muſt be continued, 
for fear of real miſchief. Ia this qualify- 
ing manner "data T wiſh to introduce 
your oblervatidn, at A bill fabricat- 
. ed, as your's s was, by Mr. Dyſon, and 
9 yet thrown out by the B ſhops! that] part 
„of à ſervile parliament which is molt 


70 devoted 10 the will of the'r miniſter? | 
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„Be üffured, if the power which holds 
6 The partiament in its hand, as 1 hold 


* my 
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my pen; and dire&s it at pleaſure;- had 
thought you worth an act of parliament, 
* you would have ſeen the Biſhops thrown 
* out of the windows ſooner than your 
bill out of the houſe of Lords. There's 


for you my. Lords ſpimtual! you have no 
more reſpect paid you than the Diſſenters, 
1 think hardly i ſo much hat would our 
meek tempers. fuffer from an operation ſo; 
upgentle and inurbane ! But not on your 
own account would ye reſent the indig- 
nity—Ye would weep. for the honour. of, 
the prieſthogd, and the purity. of the lacred 
lawn, allied and polluted by the indiſ-. 
criminating | bands of modern profanation) 
I: would be a .circ umſtance i 12 the hiſtory 
of the church, like Mr., Pierce sheaſe, 
Yo an would. hold the poſterity of modern 
churchmen to horror and deteſtation.— 
= wy * deal of miſchief ſome, general. 


efſiles may produce! ! It ſome comfort, 


however, to us Diſſenters, if we muſt ſuffer, 
{fs * to 


(67) 
to ſuffer in ſuch good company—much a 
kin to that, which an unfortunate fellow, 
at the foot 'of the gallows, adminiſtered 
to his weeping parent Never mind it, 
father, ow betters are going the ſame 
journey.“ | 


| When I deſired a friend to procure me 
your book, I began to count the profit and 
loſs of ſuch a venture—never mind it, it is 
but a ſhilling, and prudence will hardly, 
begrudge ſo paltry a ſum. It muſt be 
a poor thing, indeed, that will not fur- 
niſh information or amuſement more than 
equivalent Whether that be the caſe is 
not yet clearly made out I have learned 
one thing, however, that the Diſſenters“ 
bill was fabricated by the late Mr. Dyſon 
-I will put that on the profit ſide.— For 
I had been ſimple enough to believe that 
it had been drawn up by the gentlemen : 
of the committee, and afterward intro- 


Nba | duced 


duced... to the Houle, by an honourable 
member af quite a different name.—Such 
is the ignorance of us country parſons; 
and were it not for the Neus papers, Re- 
Views, | and General Epiſtles, . . our... caſe 
would be truly deplorable. ft 


Suppoſe the Bill fabricated by Mr. 
Dyſon, ſhould his memory | be vilified on 
| that account ? I dare ſay it was well done 
vas he not the friend che claſſic friend 
of the claſſic Akenſide ? It does not ſig- 
nify, after all, who fabricated it, ſince it 
failed of ſucceſs, and if an an gel had drawn 
it up, its fortune would have been the 
ſame — for you inform us, that we were 
not thought worth a l——e from the 
* Miniſter, and thoſe who had the leaſt 
* credit to looſe, were employed to de- 
5 ceive us.“ er . 


"Sas Dyſon, how 1 pity thee. while I 
valide thy gentle ſpirit! Thou 
hnaadſt 


( 69 ) 

hadſt every diſpoſition in the world to be 
ofeful—thou didſt condeſcend to every 
man's condition, and accommodate thy- 
ſelf to their ſeveral circumſtances, from 
the proud Miniſter of ſtate, down to the 
humble Miniſter of a diſſenting congrega- 
tion! Little didſt thou think, while in 
the ſimplicity of thine heart thou waſt 
Towing the ſeeds: of kindneſs, that thou 
ſhouldſt reap obloquy and reproach, or 
that thy memory would be treated with 
ſo much irreveretice by a man, alaſs, 
thou didlt never know! But thou heareſt 
not the voice of the reviler, nor mindeſt 
our author, any more, than if he was 
_— rer on the ring of Saturn ! 
eee een Brim 125 
theduſt in the balance, tis nothing, when 
eompared with the character you give the 
goſpel and its venerable author. Politi- 
eal characters may paſs in review, and 
raiſe afraile;or fomething worſe—the cere- 
K | mony 


„„ 
mon has no effect on the morals of man · 


kind, and future ages will do: juſtice to 
ine individuals. But: if the religion of a 
people is ſet up as an object of reproba- 
tion, upoiſ the haſis of which are raiſed 
the ſuperſtructures of human virtue, ex- 
peRation , and happineſs; the buſineſs 
is very different; the whole becomes a 
matter of ſerious concern, and ought to 
be attended to. I do not mean, that the 
author ſhould be put either upon the wheel 
or the hillory, but he ſhould: be told, that 
heris doing a real miſchief, and that all 
the intellectual liberty in the world cannot 
| eee eg Po] u ie, ahl 0 


N mn whoa 
In p. 22, you e 5 Aha if we eee 
e ſuppole a malignant being; with power 
to interrupt the preſerſt wiſe and benefi · 
cent order of things, he could not in 
<; jare mankind more; eſſentially than by 
* revealing-to- them ſuch truths and pre- 
cepts as would make the exertion and 


1 . uſe 


% 


(71) 
© uſe of private judgment unneceſlary, 
All. attempts to arreſt and render ſtati⸗ 
* onary the faculties of men, are of this 
© infernal kind; and, as far as they have 
any eſſect, are the means of feeding 
a few lazy prieſts,” while they: keep 
© mankind in incurable ignorance, vice; 
6 _ perth 20979 vornr ine nt vr. 89 
7 n 0:3 bus. bl 

Eng * ha us Movie very: pathetic 
paragraph; but it means nothing, or ſomes 
thing very bad, which the Diſſenters, and 
I preſume other denominations of Chriſti- 
ans, can by no means ſubſeribe to 
they look upon # as a direct attack upon 
the chriſtian religion, which they reve- 


_ rence, and an apology in favour of heathen 


ſuperſtition- and; folly, which they, mult 
ever n with. pity and nee * 


AF ay. Ss 9 ral) 44 os 8 


8 - For in ee page ur hiſtory; 
they haye obleryed the. elegant and learn- 
ed Greek bow down to the work of the 

ſta- 


(72) 
ſtatuary, and, over a bowl of hemoch , ſa- 
cxiſiee a cock to an old apothecary !— 


They: have ſeen the manly; Roman dedi- 
cate a Friaus, and worſhip the Gedde/5 
the aneient- Ægyptians, with all. their 
wiſdom, worſhip dalves and oniont, and 
carry in religious proceſſion conſecrated 
Pfalloi and Aidoia as very proper ob- 
Jes of adoration! They have ſeen the 
modern) Chintſe, whoſe empire reaches 
beyond the powers of Voltarian calcula- 
drive away the great dragon, leaſt he 
mould fwallow up their Ged. che S. 
Even white theſe reſpeQive nations ere 
arrived at the ſummit of the elegant as 
well as uſeful arts. they have therefore 
concluded, iti gt. Paul, that * the world 
by wiſdom did not know God, nor were 


likely, as. every age enlarged the _— 


of e een 
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In matters uf religion, the human mind 
was, all-this time, at a fland—they had 
found, indeed, both from reaſon and ex- 
perience, that juſtice and mercy were ne- 
ceſſary ingredients to conſtitute the hap- 
pineſs and permanencyot a ſtate but they 
wanted ſanctions to give importance to 
theſe doctrines. The ideas of Beauty and 
uſefulneſs were not enou gh—they there- 
fore invented a heaven, which the wiſe 
and good deſpiſed, and a hell which the: 
vulgar looked upon with contempt. Tbeit 
greateft men were only politically ortho- 
dox, and heneewe may aceount for their 
general depravity: —Tully maintained the 
doctrine of the immortality of the ſoul 
in the Forum, and/treated che whole as a 
farte, in his lettets to Atticus. Our Ads 
don,” with more fincerzty, argued ehe 
point but all he wrote upanm the ſubjece 
gives no fatisfaction. We know the Al. 
_— is good, and that man wiſhes for 


a per- 


(74) 
a perpetuity of exiſtence this, however, 
is no proof. The chriſtian religion aſ- 
ſures us of the fact, and exempliſies it in 
the perſon of our Saviour. Thus chriſ- 
tians haue found hat Archimedes wiſhed 
for another world, here to ſix the 


lever of divine faith, which, ane an. 
5 wah lift them up ta heaven. 812752 
1 7 11— * auen on 20 io 

iT his had no tendency. to. ——_— Na, 
onary the faculties.of the human mind, — 
Ir. opened ia. new path for, improvement, 
and added freſh, vigour to all the powers 
of che immortal being. He found vir- 
tus, tho difficult yet attainable ; chat in 

the/paths of ſeience he could cultivate 
_ the«beſ} diſpoſitions, that in the purſuits: 
after wiſdom,, his tendency to viee was 


daily weakening, and. his affeQtion, 6 
every thing great and good uniformiy 
gaining ground. --Ile Vas taught to Wit: 
| "I bimſelf.as hi of God, and heir 


oF 


cn) 
of the univerſe—It became his duty to 
take a view of ſo glorious. an heritage 
Under the influence of this-'principle; 
Bacon unveiled the ſecret: treaſutes of 
nature, and Locke the firſt principles of 
1 — Ne ewton, 


" a {4 * ; *7 5646.4 
z2t' 1 * ? ry '3 


2 Who on this 2 3 ene mortals: toil 


„ Clouded in duſt, from motion's ſimple laws, 


4 Could trace the ſecret hand of providence, 
wh Wide working thro' the univerſal frame... 


7 


Theſe three men were chriſtians, and 
they found their religion did by no means 
arreſt their r judgment, ſto ſtop the c the current of 


OL ER — 7 rr 


— : 


free enquiry, or render ſtationary the fa fa- 
culties of their mind, but on the con- 
trary, ary, ſupplied them | with materials to 
work upon! The chriſtian revelation, 
therefore, in whatever light you may 
think fit to repreſent. it, is the diſpenſa- 


tion of grace: and kindneſs ; 3 and i it is my 


. tl £44 6 


2 h; Ha | hum- 
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* Thompſon. 


| 
ö 


| 
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dayr would have been worſhipping! the | 
miſſetoe, and-xroalting theit priſonors in 
large ofier baſtets. The Difſenters are, 
therefore, thankful-to the being vho hach 
taught them the way, the truth and the 
life; andꝭ with the proſpe@of immortality 
before them, they with to advarice the 
knowledge, ee u. happi- 
nels of mankind.” 


"xt 2 12 W e 10 3 Cam ob- 
tion and experience, , mankind di 
find the neceſlity of political truth and 
juſtice, for if all were knaves, 10 indivi- 
dual could be fafe—theſe 1 virtues, there- 
fore, became fundamental principles i in 
Every regular government.—With reſp et 
to the concems of this world, man is able | 
to reaſon—but. with rega 5 to the con- 


„ 
325 


Hexion morality Bears to lig he has | 
no data to proceed upon.—Self-intereſt 
| i may 
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may induce a man to be juſt; a con- / 
cern for his reputation may make him a 
man of honour; and a conſtitutional ten- 
derneſs, render him an amiable character; 
but whether thele virtues paved the way to 
immortality, was a queſtion which, without 
the aid of the goſpel, he could by no 
means determine.—He ſaw man, like the 
flowers of the field, have his ſpring, his 
ſummer and autumn—like them, he 
ſaw him return to the earth, —here he 
loſt his fellow creature, — loſt him with the 
ſorrowſul reflection that he was no more, 
and that in a few years the caſe would 
be his own! 


At that inſtant, while his mind was 
thus mournfully empleyed, what eſſential - 
injury would he ſuffer were he informed, 
that death is not the final cloſe of human 
exiſtence, but only a paſſage from this 
world into another, where the meaſure of 
W his 


* 
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his happineſs would be in proportion to 
his virtues in this? Would he not bleſs 
his benevolent inſtructor ?— Would not 
his views become much more enlarged, 
and every object around him aſſume a 
livelier- and more chearful appearance? 
Relieved from the terrors of mortality, his 
mind would feel an unuſual expanſion— 
he would conſider himſelf of ſome impor- 
tance in the great ſyſtem of being, and 
from thence learn to reverence himſelf 
and his fellow creatures. The ſons and 
daughters of wretchedneſs, whom he be- 
fore ſpurned with contempt, would now 
appear under the reſpectable character of 
brethren, children of the ſame father, and 
heirs of ©the* ſame bleſſed immortality. 
As his proſpects became more extenſive, 
His virtues mũſt receive a tincture of the 
fublime, and every little, mean, and un- 
wörthy diſpoſition, muſt periſh in the 
Blaze of à firm and general conviction. 
Tis If 


| (99) 
f theſe are the natural effects of the 
chriſtian faith, as I apprehend they are, 
why ſhould it be reproached as unfriendly 
to knowledge, or as laying the faculties 
of the human mind under an arreſt ?— 
The Diſſenters think otherwiſe, and are 
thankful. for the advantages they derive 
from the goſpel. They alſo conclude, 
that if truths and precepts conveyed to 
the world by preter-natural means, are 
on that account pernicious, every other 
truth, however communicated, muſt rank 
under the . ſame predicament. Upon 
this principle, every man, who in our 
opinion has deſerved well of his fellow 
creatures, ſuch as a Solon, a Newton, 
Bacon, Boerhaave, Locke, &c. every one 
who has any ways contributed to increaſe 
the ſtock of human knowledge, or to 
leſſen the folly and miſery of the world, 
would, with our letter-writer, become an 
object of execration, and his labours ef 
* the inſernal kind!” But not in an equal 


— _ 


( 8 ) 
degree with the author of our holy 
religion Our law givers and philoſophers 
have allowed ſufficient room for future 
improvements—but Jeſus Chriſt hath, in 
ſome things, left the faculties of man at a 
ſtand, and himſelf under an abſolute im- 
poſiibility of being wiſer * than what is 
written. But is it a matter of regret that 
he has revealed truths of the utmoſt im. 
portance to the world, which the viſeſt 
of mankind would never have been able 
to aſcertain on this ſide the © bourne 
* whouns no traveller returns? © 


the WO the fowus order a 
mechanics, and others, who, to gain a 


Teanty ſubſiſtence, are obliged to riſe up 
eatly and late take reſt, would indeed 
remain in a ſtate of incurable ignorance, 
were it not for the diſcoveries and alſiſt- 
anceof others.— Theylearnfrom the goſpel 
oy" of warnt and religious duty, and 


from 


( 31 ) 7 
from the experiments of leiſure and inge- 
nuity, what may advance their ſeveral 
arts,—'Tis by little and little that know- 
ledge accumulates; but the ſucceſſive 
contributions of the learned, will, in the 


end, raiſe a fund of uſeful diſcoveries,” 


that will reflect honour upon human na- 
ture! Among theſe, the calculations of 
Dr. Price, the © philoſophical amuſements 
of Dr. Prieſtley, and the electrical dexte-: 
rities of Dr. Franklin,“ as they are at 
preſent, ſo muſt continue in future ages 
of unſpeakable benefit to mankind; how 
cavalierly ſoever they may be treated by 
thoſe who may know nothing of the 
matter, and who fancy an intellectual 
liberty, which, by the bye, every man 
muſt enjoy, if he pleaſes, worth all the 
calculations and experiments in the 
world. | 


Nature imprints a, different bias on 


her children—every one has not a taſte 


| for 
* Theſe are the words of our Letter Writer. 


for the ſame object ſome guard the 
needy, by rational and ingenious calcula- 
tions, from the fangs of the uſurer; ano- 
ther may reduce the ideas of government 
to firſt principles, or analyſe the latent 
qualities of air; and a third, by the hap- 
pieſt and moſt benevolent dexterities, 
may preſerve our habitations from the 
fury of the ſtorm, while another laughs 
—_ folly, and writes general les! 


1 wiſh, my good * I had had the — | 
ſure. of your acquaintance ; I think 1 
could have finiſhed the matter in very 

few words; I would have aſked you, 
with all meekneſs and humility, how. you 
could addreſs. a, community of. chriſtians 
with ſuch indiſcriminate abuſe? Thou- 
ſands whom you never knew, nor may 
ever have the honour of knowing, ſuffer 


under the laſh. 


| Did you think the Diſſenters were not 
uſed * enoogh before, that you 


m uſt 


©3083 
muſt add your mite to the ungracious 


doings ? If in the paths of private or pub. 


lic virtue, they experienced a rigorous 


dealing from the rulers, did it follow in 


conſequence, that you muſt join the 
gang? But it is your motto, Let the 
ſtricken deer go weep, and it is the motto 
of every coward. 


The Diſſenters were very quiet; they 
neither diſturbed you vith their polities or 
religion.— Their views, as a community, 
which formed a part of a great nation, 


were (I believe I may ſay) always directed 


to a general and intellectual liberty, with- 


out making any exceptions, but ſuch as 
the ſtate of things neceſſarily required. — 
* Their ſtruggles, you inform us, were 
for power, and their views ſtill center'd 
in their own incloſures and yet they vo- 
luntarily ſubmitted to be excluded having 
any ſhare in the legiſlature of their own 
country, or, in other words, gave up the 
right 


( 84 ) 
right of citizens, in order, the more 


- effeftually, to deſtroy the influence of a 
popiſh junto, (Who were known to have 
had no great opinion of intellectual liberty) 


— — 
— 


and to eſtabliſn the proteſtant ſucceſſion.— 
The Igſt act is, at leaſt, one aft of their cha- 
raReriſtic diſintereſtedneſs.— In this affair, 
they could, poſſibly, have no other views, 
than of a general liberty and happineſs, in 
which, I apprehend they had every right 
in nature to partake. But the Diſſenters 
are an abomination to you, upon ſome- 
what the ſame principle, that the Iſraelites 
were an abomination to the Ægyptians, 


who, without bluſhing at their party, 


tended their humble flocks in the plains 
of Goſhen, while they thought it beneath 
the dignity of rational beings to pull off 
their caps to wary _—_ dog* . met 
in their way, 910 


1 2 by a a among ee deaſts, was an object 


of religious adoration with the ancient Egyptians. 


on 


( 35 ) 


In page 33; you pay us a moſt prodi- 
gious compliment, indeed; but you will 
give me leave to conſider it only as a 
tranſient gleam, or a ray of illuſive com- 
fort, refracted from a duſky cloud, re- 
plete with fury and deſolation !—I muſt 
take the liberty to quote your own words. 
— Vou abound with men of learning 


and abilities. Though your miniſters 
are not ſo numerous as the clergy, of 
other churches; yet they have, perhaps; 
as many fine writers, philoſophers, ma- 


© thematicians, &c. as any clerical com- 


© munity in the world. In all ſcientific and 
learned projects, they have fully born 
their parts. But to what purpoſe make 
this ſacrifice? Since you inſiſt upon it, 
that. © their abilities, their knowledge, 


* 


* 


and their induſtry, are uſeleſs to us as 


a community; as a controuling power; 
* as a check within a ſtate, the prevailing © 
principles of which lead to a 


and diſſolution.” 


1 Vonder, fir! what you would be at, 
II know you have ſome ſcheme in your 


M head; 


. 

head; but as far as I can judge of it— 
' It is an Utopian one; and like all its 
kindred ſchemes will come to nothing. 
Vou ſay our moſt learned members are 
uſeleſs to us as a community, as a con- 
*'trouling. power, &c. Pray, ſir! what 
would you have us do? Would you 
wiſh us to take the miniſter by the beard? 
Tis an experiment of too great hazard! 
Would you have us attempt to check his 
military ardour, when the thunder of the 
Britiſh cannon is heard from Quebec to 
Fort St. Auguſtine ? Tis idle work; if 
your friend Franklin, with all his © dexte- 
rities, cannot ſilence the din of arms, it 
is in vain. for a few ſecluded people to 
ſtem the torrent of a Burgoyne, or the 
more decifive operations of the twin 
Fabii. But, perhaps, you will lay, this 
is too large and generous a view of the 
fubject. And you are kind enough to 
declare, that you do not wiſh. us to 
* enter into the labyrinths of politics, for 
© we have no o alliance wich government.— 


— 
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You mean, I preſume, we ſhould become 


a people diſtinct, and in a manner inſu- 
lated from the reſt of the community; 
not indeed with reſpect to the rectitude 
of opinion, or the propriety of religious 
conduct theſe, it ſeems, are objects of no 
conſequence. But that we ſhould form 


an intellectual ſociety, conducted by a 


council, a committee, and an expenſive re- 
preſentative, which, like the whale of 
Jonas, is to ſwallow up every lymphatic 
projector in the kingdom! I love my re- 

ligion, I love my country, and I will die 
tree; but I do not like your ſcheme, for 
in your own words, it is a plan not 
drawn up with cool deliberation, or 
g * the perfect uſe of reaſon. 


We diſſent from the cftabliſhment, r not 


— of licentioufneſs, but be- 


LL re iT. © 


"caſe; we apprehend, | there are > ſome 


"modes of worſhij forced, by no 


Authoriſed by the goſpel, and tenets 8. 


unneceſſary and unjuſtifiable reſtraints. — — 


112.714 
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Some doctrines eſtabliſhed by law, nat 
only as a tet of conformity, but as ar- 
ticles of belief, without which there are 
no hopes of ſalvation, which (I would 
write as well as think with candour) if not 
abſolutely /ai/eand ahſurd, are yet, notin 
unzſon with our own private ſentiments.— 
We reſpect religion, and neither chuſe 
10 haye ber- dilguiſed or_abuſed. — We 
| would ſorrow to ſee her clothed with un- 
_ghteouſneſs, or adorned with the adle 
D of — 7 DE %% 650 


The Differ hve No 5 to 
ſee the great common of religious li liberty 7 
enlarged, but they wiſh to do it upon the 
wolf honeſt and generous plans. — They 
do not chuſe to borrow the gold, the 
filver o or the levels of their neighbours, 
without a view of return, and therefore 
can fee no reaſon why they ſhould patro- 
nize every adventurer, who; if he does 


not diſgrace t them, may, after his end is an- 
ſwered, turn upon them the tail or 1 i- 


gratitude. 


Is 


In 


6890) 
In page 33, the Diſſenters are told 
that Government, in all its encroach- 
ments, has eyed them with apprehen- 
ſion and jealouſy, and that the patrons 
of liberty, real or pretended, have ever 
* reckoned on their ſupport and affiſtance.” 
But a few pages before, you had reduceU 
us to juſt nothing at all Now, again, you 
favour us with a reſurrectionVou give 
our corruption to put on incorruption, 
and our littleneſs to aſſume the plenitude 
of power and importance! All this will 
not do, you have ſome * crotchet i in your 
head —ſome bye ind to anf wer; e have 
been tricked fo already, and are become 
more cautious: we can read fables 
as well as Other folks, and ſometimes can 
find out the moral.—We remember the 
ſtory of the fox and goat—Reynard got 
ſafe out of the well by the aſſiſtance of 
his partner in diſtreſs, and then, in confor- 
mity to your principles, left the bearded 
chieftain to bewail his deſtiny. —He did 


what was worſe : when he had availed him- 
ſelf ä 


(90 ) 
Kibofthe unſuſpecting creature's aſſiſtance 
and enthufig/m/ of kindneſs, he left him 
to the * reproach- and ridicule of every 
paſſer by. though, according to my no- 
_ tions of right and wrong, he did not de- 
ſerve all this bad treatment, eſpecially, 
from ont he had fo ſmgularly befriend- 
ed ut this world is given to ingrati- 
tude, ad La 0 for it. OTE 
3 kom the 8 you a hed 
ſome ſcheme of prixate advantage in 
view, but you manage matters, either as. 
if youll knew nothing of human nature, or 
that you. thought Diflenters the Emplet | 
creatures in nature,—You abuſe them firſt, 
and then Coax them to take 1 in every pa- 


tient of your recommendation, —You 
want them to erect a Vanctuary for every 

range being who takes it into his 
2 head to xun a much. For although a 
| fry, pages beſore you deſcribe us as a 
people equally devoid of principle as 
| power, yet, under your direction, fo we 
7 Na | \ : =ight 


{' 91.) | 
might exhibit a very different appear- 
* ance ; a large and opulent body of peo- 
ple, united by a fingle principle, à re- 
* gard to liberty; having a free and expe- 
* ditious communication with all its divi- 
*-ftons and members; in capable of corrup- 
* tion; diſintereſted in your public views; 
and formidable in your oppoſition—this 
« would be our rock and our fortreſs :— 
©. hither all honeſt men would fly, and 
©. here make a ſtand againſt all the force Io 

"_ wiles of tyranny.” 


All this is very fine; but the Diſſenters 
have reaſon to think, that they have 
enough to do to mind their own affairs. 
They conclude with you, that the 
wiſe and good have always reaſonably 
thought it ſufficient to be on the defenſive? 
— They. will endeavour to profit from the 
obſervation, and peaceably fit down be- 
neath the ſhade of their own vine, till ſome 2 | 
* rude hand ſhall attempt to root up the 
friendly plant. God forbid they ſhould 
8 | | 8 wiſh 
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vilh to fit there alone. Letaih 

5 ing man, upon whole. head 8 * a 
/ beams of perſecution fall, walk in and 
ſolace, himſelf —and tho hey may not be 
able to refreſh, him from a lordiy bowl 
he may yet find what. is much better 
a. hearty, welcome, in the name, and as- 
the offspring of the great God of peace! 
Such, at leaſt, is the manner in which, I. 


thank, Lhave mel Hhitherto acted td. 
eyery ſon and dau ghter of man; and ſuch, 


F; 
— 


7 


> ſhall ever act from, filpraced by 3 
— 8 of wrden or. unkindngy 
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